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Represents Nietzsche's attempt to sum up his philosophy. In nine parts the book is designed to give

the reader a comprehensive idea of Nietzche's thought and style. With an inclusive index of

subjects and persons.
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If you're new to Nietzsche, let me give you a quick overview I could have used when I started out.

All philosophy aside, Nietzsche was, very long story short, basically a very smart guy who lived in

Europe during the 19th century and who due to illness retired at the age of 35 from his university

post as a professor (NOT of philosophy), with a cool six-year pension. He spent the next ten years

of his life basically walking around in the mountains, and writing highly unorthodox and creative

books that I guess you could call philosophy because that's what everyone calls them. I like the

phrase "psychology of philosophy", but nothing could possibly sum it all up. And of course, after that

he went nuts. Or more precisely, ten years later, in January of 1889, while his publisher was

preparing the first editions of some of the four or five (marvelous, intricate, very widely studied)

books he pumped out over the course of the previous year, he lost control of his mind, and a few

months later, he was picked up at his mountain cottage, or whatever it was, and taken back to

Germany and compassionately placed in an asylum by his family. And he died ten years later...but

that's enough for an overview.In your approach, take everybody's advice with a grain of salt. He's a

very personal writer, who deserves a very personal read. You can start anywhere you want, but

Nietzsche is like a christmas tree that you can just keep reaching under and pull out more presents



that have your name on the tag, so don't ever walk away feeling like you've earned the

I've-read-Nietzsche badge. His more literary stuff is in The Gay Science and in Thus Spoke

Zarathustra. This one, Beyond Good and Evil, is incredibly good and should be read. My personal

favorite is Ecce Homo because it's so odd and outrageous.
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